
Union Square Neighborhood Council
Built Environment Committee Meeting
March 25, 2018, 1:00-3:00 pm, Fortissimo Cafe

Attendees:
Tori Antonino
Michèle Hansen
Ann Camara
Simon Hill
Joe Beckman
Gary Trujillo
Lhadon Tethong

Began with review of conditions of development in the Coordinated Development 
Special Permit Decisions.This includes payment in lieu of civic space agreed upon and 
the indoor civic space and the two neighborhood parks.

Went through Appendix B - UNION SQUARE OVERLAY DISTRICT - CDSP conditions

Tori: Have heard that US2’s D2 parcel design plan is coming in the next 4-6 weeks and 
this is an opportunity for input and to push for input on design of open space 

We should get in touch with the City’s Design Review Committee (advisory board):
- Contact Sarah who has attended past BEC meeting?
- Say that we know D2 design proposal is coming and we want to be prepared 
- Possibly attend their future meetings

Looked at the drawing of the proposed development and outdoor civic space and the 
group noted how much of it is along busy streets. Wig’s idea of consolidating some of 
the green space into a piazza behind __xx__building and along Allen street is an idea 
that should be considered further. Also, we should consider getting US2 and City to 
reconsider building something/potential civic space over the tracks of the T station.

Joe: Though the air above commuter rail will be dirty, that could be planned for in the 
design of the building.

We should speak to Glen Furman (Librarian) about the proposal to have library space in
the T station.

Tori: The proposed civic space build out on Table 8 only shows “Neighborhood park and
plaza” are the only ones identified. 

https://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/USQ_CDSP-Decision_121417-FINAL_withattachments.pdf
https://www.somervillema.gov/sites/default/files/USQ_CDSP-Decision_121417-FINAL_withattachments.pdf


The big question seems to be: Do we want our outdoor civic space to be in these high 
traffic areas?

We need to look in the Union Square overlay at the different types of civic spaces noted
there. 

We need to investigate further into the Bow street plaza idea and what this would mean 
for traffic, etc.

Simon: We should be pushing for both parks, and even a third park. We need to crunch
the numbers of what was promised and what is being delivered because in the CDSP 
Union Square has been ripped off of the open and civic space promised. For example: 
there should be 2.52 acres of “new high quality civic spaces” and there’s nothing even 
close to this in the plans.

Tori: Many people want to see the D7 block (Citizen’s Bank) used for another 
neighborhood park/civic space.  US2 should look into moving the development planned 
for there into other spaces. 

Gary: Don’t people want the neighborhood park to be on the D7 lot rather than the 
location next to the Public Safety building as currently proposed?

Lhadon: There is not agreement on this, but many people who want the D7 lot are 
saying that we should fight for both parks. 

Tori: Can we work with the group opposing Nunziato water storage project? The D7 site
is going to be under development anyway, so what is the reason not to do it here and 
save the work being done/digging on two different sites

CBA ask - reviving Canopy idea?  (incubator space)

Michèle: We need a real plan for action in the spring and especially summer to get 
community input into the proposed design for the D2 block and other plans. We need to 
know who will attend what meetings and when.

Joe: We need a comprehensive calendar for all the various city meetings that people 
are expected to attend.

Gary: There is a hearing on the 28th about the trees that the City plans to remove from 
Union Square and along Somerville Ave. They are marked now.



Simon: At the water/sewer infrastructure meeting on the 16th, the presenters noted that
55 new trees for Somerville Ave were part of the project, and that each would have a 
root box with aerated organic soil and a small irrigation pipe.

Tori: If US2 changes lot lines in the CDSP then the Union Square overlay is no longer 
the guiding zoning and it is replaced with the comprehensive zoning overhaul. We 
should watch this as this would be a strategy to get the better comprehensive zoning 
overhaul rules to apply??

Ann: We need to follow up on the City plans for the Recreation Center building on 
Walnut Street. I spoke to someone? At the City and they said we should inquire. This is 
potential community center space. 

Gary: We don’t know how well suited this building would be for community center 
purposes. We should develop a comprehensive understanding of various options that 
might be available for citing one or more such facilities. We are long overdue to create a
community center sub-committee, or some group to collect all the information and ideas
and focus on this important issue.

Simon: At some point that entire D1 block was designated as Civic Space and we 
should remind people of this and use this as leverage. 

Tori: We need to ask what amount US2 is giving the City for payment-in-lieu of civic 
space and find out where it is going.

Simon: We should put the CBA and BEC committees together solely to talk about the 
community center.

Many people: Let’s dedicate 2-3 hours of a future BEC meeting (3 weeks from now) to 
discussion of the community center. 

Lhadon: We could focus that meeting on Where we want to be? Set up a vision. 
Consider best practices of other cities - Europe, Cambridge, etc. Where are we now? 
What exists in terms of services, utilization of those services, etc.

Ann: We need to include the USNC CBA group in this discussion.

Joe: We need to do real community organizing work. Work with others to find common 
interests and build a shared vision i.e. the Old Post Office is owned by Paradiso Club. 
They want to do a music and arts center and indoor farmer’s market. They must be 



pulled into the discussion about the Community Center. ??Consider the Developer @ 
Boynton Yards??

Tori: I want to get George Proakis to a USNC meeting first to inform and help frame 
questions and dialogue for US2 engagement. We need to ask him about CDSP 
contingencies??

Action Items:

1) Contact Dan Bartman to find out who at the City was against US2 building over the 
station (skywalk connection between buildings), and why?

2) D2 Design: 
- Get in touch with the City’s Design Review Committee (advisory board)
- Contact Sarah who has attended past BEC meeting?) and say we know 

D2 design proposal is coming and we want to be prepared. Possibly 
attend a future meeting

- Need a coordinated plan for public input into US2 D2 block designs for 
spring & summer. Who will attend what meetings and how can we rally 
support when many are on vacation?

3) Set up special BEC meeting for Saturday, April 14th or Sunday, April 15th. 
- Research current services provided in the area, and what is the utilization,

what is missing? 
- Collect all the current ideas for what and where of Community Center. 
- Invite all relevant players to attend, including USNC CBA group and 

Paradiso Club.

4) Tori to invite George Proakis to future USNC meeting.

5) Look into parking and how it can aid the development of civic space.

6) Contact City and find out what is the plan for the Recreation building

7) Dig up the original plan for civic space on entire D1 block

8) Look at the Bow Street Plaza plan and what it would mean/status? 


