
Union Square Neighborhood Council 
Built Environment Committee Meeting 
June 25, 2018, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm, Public Safety Building 
  
Attendees: 
Tori Antonino 
Andy Greenspon 
Simon Hill 
Father Richard 
Ann Camara 
Michele Hansen 
Jessica Eshleman 
Joe Beckmann 
Wig Zamore 
Cosmo 
Jainee 
 
Agenda: 
 
1) Intros 
2) Planning next meeting(s) 
3) MEPA updates and preparation 
4) US2 DRC and D2 updates 
5) Allen St updates 
6) Community Center and Civic Space updates 
7) Any other business 
8) Adjourn 
 
Meeting Minutes: 
 
Mass Environmental Protection Act (MEPA) 
Still waiting for US2 to submit MEPA document or waiver. 
 
Michele: A given that they will submit a waiver. To be effective with MEPA, you need to know 
what you are talking about. They very often do give waivers. That’s why everyone should be 
ready to read the documentation and go through it and analyze it. Expected to have a waiver for 
D2 and D1. USNC Board and BEC Committee (and anyone else interested) will meet with SRA 
and MEPA once the expected waiver is submitted. 
 
Joe: Issue of timing is important. There will not be much extra time. What else needs to be done 
in that very short time? 
 
Michele: Design Review Committee, but US2 has not submitted plans yet. 



 
Richard: USAA is an investor in the project now. 
 
Ann: Checked USAA website - they have a nice design for a property somewhere else with a 
nice green space. We should use it as inspiration. 
 
Tori: Does it make sense for us to ask for US2 to come up with a secondary design, or should 
we come up with an alternate design? 
 
Michele: I would think so because the DRC hasn’t been called yet. 
 
Simon: DRC doesn’t have a quorum yet. Currently only 5 people on the committee, but 
Deborah must recuse herself, so down to 4. And someone might be on vacation. There are no 
designs put anywhere, not at City Hall, etc. Everything so far is just image drawings. Until they 
get through DRC, they won’t put in the money to make architectural designs. So there are all 
kinds of possibilities to get at what might be changed. 
 
Michele: They have a vague idea of what they want, but until they have blueprints, nothing is 
real. I don’t know how they can go to DRC without specific plans. They can have better than a 
vague idea. 
 
Richard: US2 is Magellan Development Group, etc and their previous buildings have green 
space. Why can’t this development? 
 
Jessica: The USNC has invited various groups to train the negotiating committee on issues. Is 
the BEC one of these groups? 
 
Tori: I am supposed to train one of the groups on the issues of Green and Open Space. I may 
ask someone from Union Square Neighbors to come in and do that training. Currently myself, 
Renee, Sherri. 
 
Michele: We are going to try to bring in someone who can specifically advocate for Green and 
Open Space if needed. 
 
Jessica: Conrad Crawford, executive director of groundworks Somerville. He speaks to the 
broader impacts for all things green. He could be someone who could provide resources if 
needed. He is transitioning out of GroundWorks Somerville but could help in the next few 
weeks. 
 
Joe: Is there a way for us to get a calendar for what things happen when, what things need to 
be reviewed, who has to review them, etc. The most important thing is that calendar, but part of 
the difficulty is that things are too fast for the main USNC Board and too slow for other 
committees. 



 
Michele: A lot of it depends on what US2 will do. When MEPA is submitted, there’s a 30 day 
turnaround no matter what. We can plan and prepare for that, but we cannot say when it will 
happen. The D2 land transfer issue discussion is set for some time in July maybe. What’s in our 
control is being prepared. 
 
Joe: Has anyone asked US2 how many of the units will be rental vs condo. This will significantly 
affect the revenue from the Transfer Fee. 
 
Richard: Should we get the Aldermen to ask this to US2?  
(General agreement by everyone else.) 
 
Andy: So be ready for the DRC in mid-July. Wait for design documents to come up, and read 
through them, and comment from an informed perspective. 
 
Joe: Some people from Tufts architecture department have wanted to help in the past, but they 
didn’t know what to do. Maybe we should do some outreach to them. Call Penn Loh to see if 
any people from his department could help out. 
 
Joe says he will could call Penn Loh. 
 
Richard: Call architect from US2. 
 
Everyone else should call anyone they know who knows architecture from Tufts, Harvard, MIT, 
etc. 
 
Tori: Let’s make a list of discrete tasks for things to prepare before MEPA, DRC, etc. And what 
are our asks from them - to meet with us? To share the designs US2 has shown so far? Meet in 
coffee shops to get their opinion? 
 
Simon: There’s a long term process going on here. First neighborhood meeting, design review 
committee, second neighborhood meeting, planning board. 
 
Tori: Paul Scapicchio thinks that most of the tower units on D2 will be rental. 
 
Allen St. Updates 
 
Michele: Ann and I went door to door at Allen St. Talked to 3 people because no one else was 
home. Want to get a meeting together with everyone from Allen St to see what they want. 
 
Community Center Updates 



Tori: Moving back to issue of discrete tasks. History of D2 site - go to library to get info on it. 
Following up with Conrad Crawford. I can talk to Renee Scott with someone else. What will we 
ask architects? 
 
Ann: Can we get all various stakeholder groups together to meet (YMCA, Somerville Arts 
Council, Library, SCATV, etc.) 
 
Joe: First purpose is to figure out the ideas for Civic Space in Union Square and begin to look 
for outside money. 
 
Richard: I have developed a list of important things to cover for a civic space. (Covers the list of 
things in a written document.) And also ideas for sources of possible financing. 
 
Jessica: District Hall is in the Seaport - it is a Civic Space that was negotiated as part of a CBA 
in the Seaport Development. Their former executive director Becky Donor is now involved with 
the Somerville Innovation Labs. Something to look into. 
 
Jessica and Jainee leave. 
 
Joe: Branch libraries of the London Library are known as idea stores. Model for a branch library 
in Union Square. Fab lab and related things are how we attract a diversity of people. Also, 
whatever we do in Union Square is going to have echos at all the other T stops (Gilman Square, 
Magoun Square, etc.) and they don’t have that many ideas. In particular, Gilman T stop is right 
next to the High School and equidistance from Tufts and MIT. Connecting all of these together 
is not that hard because Somerville is so dense. Maybe we should have someone from Target 
on Somerville Ave talk about how this development will impact their business. 
 
Wig arrives. 
 
Michele: Elaine Chao announced $225 million more for the MBTA - does this mean Somerville 
will get money back? 
 
Joe: My vision is to have US2 give back the $50 million Somerville put in, but to use it for 
community things in the development. Worried about City not realizing all the sources of money 
it can harness. Example - City Officials saying new Somerville High School doesn’t have money 
for new solar panels. 
 
Tori: Is the City doing enough? Are they applying for enough grants? 
 
Joe: Barr Foundation came to the City to provide funds. 
 
Wig: Barr Foundation now planning to focus most of their energies on sustainability. In the past 
they have advocated for economic justice issues. We should  



Now focus on sustainability (and equity, but primarily green space and energy) to get the 
attention of the Barr Foundation. 
 
Joe: Barr Foundation - founded by Amos Hostetter - he made maybe 2.5 billion dollars selling 
Compuserv to Comcast. Made many grants to the City of Somerville. They funded the LOCUS 
project for example. 
 
 
TASKS: 
 
1) MEPA: 
Who is reading MEPA documents? When they come out, there’s a 30 day deadline. Email 
comes out from MEPA every 2 weeks for what has been submitted to them/ 
Get a half a dozen people ready to read the documents, focus on the important parts. 
Wig, Michele, Joe, Joanne, Ann, Richard 
Keep asking for more volunteers. 
 
A MEPA waiver is bad - D2 is the biggest block, most polluted site, most residential population 
and Allen St adjacent, Capuano cleanup site, directly connected to Green Line. 
 
Example of pollution - it will go horizontally in layers, spreading across areas. 
Joanne can ask about the history of decontamination efforts on the D2 site. Department of 
Environmental Protection. SRA should have files. 
Joe will check in with other people from the other committees he’s on to use their knowledge 
and tech base. 
 
Wig: MEPA waiver cannot be more than half the project, but it’s at discretion of US2. 
They don’t need to own the land yet, just need to show control over it (i.e. via the Covenant). 
 
2) Community Center: 
 
Richard and Gary tasked with Community Center nitty-gritty details. Use USNC tinyLetter to add 
people to the community center working group for envisioning the community center. 
Richard has a 1 pager document on important contributions to community center and sources of 
financial resources. Father Richard email one page document to everyone. Put on the 
community center webpage. 
 
Get the Stakeholder groups of Somerville together to discuss community center. Reach out to 
each one individually to see what they want and are looking for, get ideas,  
 
 
 
 



Community Center Organization Plan:  
By August, have all the groups get together and have a plan in September by the end of those 
meetings. We want ideas from the stakeholder groups (what do they want in a community 
center, not telling them what they want in a community center). 
 
The more pedestrian traffic US2 gets from these types of things, the better for them. Mutually 
beneficial. 
 
Organize a list of all the groups and contact information of them. Split up who will contact all 
these people. Ann has called most of them up, so we can plan a meeting in the future and ask 
all these groups if they want to come to a meeting involving the community center. 
 
Tori: I hope as many people get involved with the Community Center Working Group as 
possible. 
 
Joe: Idea to use MIT UROP (Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program) - gives you an 
undergraduate to do a whole undergraduate project on your topic. Community has to submit 1 
pager. Could be useful for Fall semester. 
 
3) Architects on D2: 
Wig: Chat with Ann Tate, Philip Parsons, report back on architectural resources to reach out to 
regarding DRC, development plans. 
 
Wig: During the fall there is a huge amount of turnover in the community.  
 
Andy: Individuals can come to Farmers Market or other events and talk to people. We should 
tell the Outreach and Communications Committee to be prepared. 
 
4) Allen St: Contact people: 
Michele, Ann, Wig. 
 
 


