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Overview: This proposed project would fund a feasibility study 
to estimate the costs and necessary steps to restore the 
historic cupola and clock tower on the old Union Square Fire 
Station at 92 Union Square. 

Context: The two-story fire station was built in 1903. The 
“Classical Revival” building sits on the site of two earlier fire 
houses. The existing three-story, brick, flat-roof clock tower, 
was originally topped by an octagonal cupola and a 
weathervane, which were later removed (likely in the 
1950s/60s), although no building permit records were found 
to document the alteration. Additionally, the clocks on the 
four-sided tower are no longer operable. 
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Current Occupants: Currently, 
the building is home to the 
Somerville Media Center, which 
moved into the building in 1982. 
The Massachusetts Association 
of Portuguese Speakers (MAPS) 
located their offices on the 
second floor of the building in 
1988 to serve the large number 
of Portuguese speakers residing 
in the area.
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Need: Restoration of the historic clock tower and cupola would 
compliment a newly refurbished and expanded Union Square 
plaza, a long-desired outcome of the community. The plaza is a 
well-known gathering place for the Union Square Farmers 
Market, the annual Fluff Festival, and a variety of street 
performances and markets, which celebrate Somerville's 
diversity and local economy.

Opportunity: Somerville’s Community Preservation Committee 
estimates that a minimum of approximately $307,000 will be 
available for historic resource projects in Fiscal Year 2020.



Existing Condition
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Early Image



Early Image
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Example: Charles Street Jail - Boston 
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Boston’s Charles Street Jail, built in 1851, featured a cupola to 
bring light and air into the building’s rotunda. In 1949, the cupola 
was removed. As part of the building’s restoration and conversion 
into the Liberty Hotel, the cupola was painstaking rebuilt based 
on the original design and completed in 2007.



Example: Blynman Schoolhouse - Gloucester 
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The Blynman Schoolhouse served residents for over 100 years as a 
school and later as multi-purpose center. In the early to mid 2000s, the 
City of Gloucester considered razing the building. Through the efforts of 
local residents, the building was purchased and rehabbed, including 
restoration of octagonal cupola. Work was completed in 2013.



Example: Middleboro Town Hall 
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Town officials noticed the 
cupola on Middleboro 
Town Hall was leaning, and 
in 2012, the one-ton 
cupola was removed and 
fully restored at a cost of 
$241,000.

"It just didn't look the same, it 
was missing something," said 
Cassidy Preston, 12, of 
Raynham. "Now that it's back 
up there it's complete."



Example: Hamilton-Wenham House 
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The cupola on the 
Hamilton-Wenham 

Community House in 
Hamilton, Massachusetts 

was restored in 2013 using 
Community Preservation 

Act funds. The work to the 
cupola and other historical 

features of the building 
cost an estimated 

$100,000.



Old Union Square Fire Station
Original and Current Condition
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Process for Applying for Grant Funding 
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• This proposed project is only a feasibility study and 
does not include funds to make any exterior 
changes to the building.

• Once a feasibility study is complete, additional 
funds would need to be identified in the future to 
support any actual restoration to the exterior of the 
building. 

• The Community Preservation Committee 
encourages projects to pursue this two-step 
process, so feasibility is complete prior to actual 
planning and construction. 



Project Supporters
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• HISTORIC SOMERVILLE is a local non-profit that works to 
broaden awareness of the enormous economic impact of 
preservation as an essential tool for community revitalization 
and quality of life enhancement.

• Other potential supporters are reviewing proposed project 



Comments and Questions
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• Email Rob Buchanan at 
robertcbuchanan@yahoo.com
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