
Union Square Neighborhood Council Meeting
July 30, 2019
7 pm – 9 pm
Public Safety Building
220 Washington St.
 
Attendees:
Bill Cavillini
Michèle Hansen
Andy Greenspon
Bill Shelton
Ben Baldwin
Tori Antonino
Ann Camara
 
Community Members:
Wig Zamore
Gary Trujillo
Cosmo DiSchino
 
Adam Dash
Abe Abdul
 
1. Welcome and Introductions
 
2. Public Comment
4. 181 Washington St Proposal for dental office and possible letter of support

Adam Dash: On August 8, we will present an application to the Planning Board to put in a 
Dental Office in the 181 Washington St first floor commercial space. It requires a special Permit 
for a CCD Zone. There are three parking spaces in the back for the office. This would be Luxe 
Dental, and it is a first floor commercial condo that is being purchased. The outside signage 
style for the office would be similar to Barber Den in the adjacent building.
 
Dr. Abe Abdul: I moved to the U.S. from Hong Kong 27 years ago and the first place I stayed 
was the Holiday Inn in East Somerville down the road. I went to Tufts University for dental 
school and did my Residency at Brigham Women’s Hospital. I am a community health person 
and view public health as a human rights issue. 

Dentistry was not a focus at Brigham Women’s Hospital though. So I started my first 
practice in Quincy. My residency students worked for me, and professors I knew worked with 
me. As a practice, we take MassHealth and are a Commonwealth Care Provider and Senior 
Whole Health Care Provider. I am a trustee of the Massachusetts Dental Society. I am also 
architect of H. 602, a Massachusetts State Legislature proposed bill to mandate dental 
coverage for low-income seniors. Low-income seniors just as vulnerable in this area as children,



if not more so. Medicaid and Medicare have limited or no dental care for low-income seniors.
181 Washington St  is subsidized housing, so many residents are on MassHealth or 

need a Commonwealth Care Provider or Senior Whole Health Care Provider. Traveling to get 
dental care is a huge barrier for people.
 As of 2012, 42% of Massachusetts dentists accepted MassHealth. As of 2019, 36% 
accept MassHealth because the State keeps cutting MassHealth when the economy is bad and 
is slow to bring funding levels back up. In addition to dental work, I consider my part time job to 
be healthcare advocacy.
 The practice is called Lux Dental. The practice was named “lux” meaning “light” from 
Latin, to be a light or beacon of help to those who need it. There are currently three practices. 
The first one in Quincy was at capacity within two years. Leland Chung did a survey in 
Cambridge about most important things Cambridge needs and dentistry came up at the top. So 
we set up our second dental office there. Before Governor Patrick ended his term, he said the 
Lynn/Revere/Malden area needed dental care. I was asked to put a practice into the Square 
One Mall, which I did. All practices are run by my previous students or professors.
 Our offices are not chains like GentleDental and Aspen Dental, which won’t take 
MassHealth. We have 16 part-time dentists across the three locations who are part time. Added 
up, that is effectively 8-9 full time dentists. We are trying to recruit more, but it is difficult given 
the lack of funding provided by the State. I teach for Tufts, Harvard, BU. I try to recruit people 
graduating from these dental schools. I try to harvest the sparkle when they graduate.
This new office in Somerville will probably have 5 dental chairs providing all types of dental 
care, including orthodontics.
 
Tori asks if the dental office could display community art inside that could be up for sale to 
support local artists?
 
Abe: Absolutely, if you want to help coordinate that, I would be delighted.
 
Straw poll of USNC Board showed all 7 board members present supporting preparation of a 
letter of support to the Planning Board for this dental office. Bill Shelton will prepare a letter 
shortly for approval by the Board over email.

Other Public Comment:

Wig Zamore: US2 is not on the agenda for Planning Board August 8 so far. I also think it’s 
great that the USNC can come together in 100% support from time to time for things like this 
dental office.
 
3. Approval of Minutes of July 9, 2019 Meeting
USNC Board not at quorum, so no vote taken on approval of meeting minutes.

5. Report on Progress of SomerVision 2040
 
Tori: I’m on the Natural Space and the Environment Committee. It is one of the smallest groups,



only ~6 people. I feel like I’m the activist on the committee with a bunch of people who think we 
have plenty of open space. Artificial turf was discussed, and I feel it is not the committee for 
that. I ask about removing the privatization of public spaces such as gardens only owned by 20 
people. I’m going to talk to the group about these issues.
 
Wig: I’m on the Transportation Committee. I wasn’t that involved with the write-up, but went to 
all the face-to-face meetings. I haven’t read everything from every committee. We need to 
maximize electrified urban public transit, take advantage of off-shore wind, and encourage 
pedestrians and cycling. The State went significantly over-budget on the Big Dig and spent so 
little on other infrastructure capital projects. The Big Dig decreased the will of Massachusetts to 
advance modern infrastructure. We won’t have a modern research economy without the public 
transit to send people out from the Boston hub to other surrounding areas. We need to get the 
urban ring project back up and planned for the urban core. It is an open question of whether 
SomerVision 2040 will include the urban ring transportation issue. I think it is unlikely.
 
Bill S: I want to reiterate what Wig says. We have a bad urban public transit system.
I’m on the Commercial Development Committee. There was a reconciliation session with two 
people from each Committee that I attended. I will forward you all the notes the City Staff 
prepared for that session. After that session, the staff appeared to want to delay numerical 
objectives for housing, open space, etc, because there is no consensus yet from the 
committees.
 
Ann: I’m on the Youth Committee. Half the people signed up are not there when we meet. 
Assistant Superintendent of Somerville Schools is there. We make lists and ask questions about
what is or is not in the school system. Things appear to be “in the system” but they might 
happen once a year and not regularly, such as drug addiction awareness issues, union 
apprenticeships vs college for future education, etc. Ann wants to have a meeting with the 
Superintendent to discuss these issues.
 
Tori: I also attended the reconciliation session. I want to see what it looks like on the ground 
with a 3D model for 11,000 more housing units for example, or X more open space. The City 
has contracted a company to prepare such a model now.
 
Bill S states that he has met with 10/11 City Councilors about the issues he has with the 
SomerVision 2040 process.
 
Discussion of whether to send a letter from the USNC to the City about SomerVision 2040 
concerns yet. General consensus for the USNC to wait and see how SomerVision 2040 process
progresses a bit more before preparing a letter.
 
6. Updates on Planning Board meetings involving D2 development
 
Summary: At the last Planning Board meeting, D2.1 commercial building and D2 alley were 
unanimously approved 4-0. It was implied that the remaining US2 D2 plans not yet approved 



would be discussed at the next Planning Board meeting. Dorothy Kelly Gay said the commercial
building was spectacular, and the blue roof was great. US2 got exactly the 60 points for LEED 
that they needed to be in compliance with zoning. 15 of those points were just for location. 
Public comment on D2 open space is open until August 2. No full Planning Board Agenda yet 
but expected that US2 will present on August 8 and a likely vote by the Planning Board on the 
remaining D2 parts.
 
Wig says the Planning Board may still be missing a Staff Report on one of the pieces of D2, 
possibly the Civic Space.
 
Paola sent the letter on behalf of the USNC that stated that US2 could do Passive House 
design for D2.2 and D2.3 and have an 8 year payback period. Tori is sending another individual
letter about this and also emphasizing the issue of the location of the civic space as a place of 
harm in the current design.
  
Michèle wants Planning Board to specifically point out where they have responded to the 
concerns of the community on the design. US2 did not do any of the substantive changes the 
community wants.
 
Bill S points out the rationale for many decisions in the City is financial pressure. The Planning 
Board knows this and has a fear the City won’t make ends meet in the budget. He emphasizes 
again that this is due to the imbalance of commercial to residential tax base in the City.
 
7. Planning a fundraiser for the USNC
 
Bill Cav suggests we not take into account the timetable for the Community Benefits Agreement
referendum since it’s still unclear of the timeline on that due to slow response from US2.
 
Plan to have a social with a suggested donation for fundraising. There are some people still 
who spent money on behalf of the USNC that we should re-pay from this fundraising.
 
Possible location of Greek American Club. Saturday September 14 evening tentative date. 
Need to confirm a location before confirming the date.
 
 

8. Other businesses from Board members not previously anticipated
 
Community Benefits Agreement negotiation updates: USNC Negotiating team is waiting for US2
to respond to our proposal for monitoring and enforcement of the contract. We have been 
waiting way too long.
 
Tori: Deadline to apply for open City Boards and Commissions is August 5. Encourage people 
to apply.
 



9. Public Comment
 
Gary: I was thinking about a metric and way of determining what the community wants.
Outreach is more than just advertising referendums and social events. I would like to advocate 
for having another meeting of the Outreach and Communications committee to figure out the 
ways to do more work and outreach to make the community aware of the serious issues facing 
Union Square and Somerville, such as SomerVision 2040.
Also would like to know updates on CBA (response was that they are waiting on US2 who 
haven’t responded in a long time to the USNC Negotiating team’s proposal).
 
Wig: 1) I am super glad there’s going to be an elevator at the MBTA Union Square station, but I 
don’t think it will be in a space that allows the Green Line to continue to Porter Square 
eventually. As such, it would be torn down if the line is extended to Porter Square.
2) I don’t think people really laid out the economics of the underground garage over a longer 
time frame, such as 30 years. It’s very little money in that long-term view. 3) Renee and I went 
to the Board of Health meeting since Paola and Tori got us an agenda item there. It was about 
health and pollution and US2 and D2 specifically. Laid out the studies that have shown relation 
between adjacency to high pollution areas and increase in cardiovascular disease, childhood 
asthma, emerging increases in autism spectrum disorders. High-level filtration in new buildings 
near high traffic roads has been passed to the Board of Health for now, but appears to be in 
Limbo. In situations where housing will be near fresh transportation pollution, there should be 
MR16 filtration. Large buildings in Massachusetts now must follow an international code 
requiring mechanical ventilation and filtration of that but not the higher level of filtration for health
from traffic pollution. Since there has to be at least some mechanical ventilation and some 
filtration to keep bugs out of the machinery, then it’s not much more cost to add filtration that will
protect people’s health. US2 will be following the international building code IECC 2018, which 
requires the basic filtration, so it should not be hard to add better filtration for health.
 
Bill S wants an agenda item at the next USNC meeting of doing a self-assessment on this 
organization of how well we are doing based on the stated mission and goals in our bylaws.
 
No quorum to go into Executive Session, so official meeting was adjourned


