
Union Square Neighborhood Council Meeting
May 26, 2020
6 pm – 8 pm
Zoom Meeting
 
Attendees:
Board Members:
Michèle Hansen
Ann Camara
Bill Cavellini
Andy Greenspon
Isabella Drago
Phil Privitera
Gary Trujillo 
Tori Antonino 
David Scott
Bill Shelton

DLJ and Boynton Yards Team:
Pamela Jonah - Boynton Yards Redevelopment Team
Pat Dunford - Transportation Engineer at VHB, working with DLJ
Jon Fenton - Principal with DLJ Real Estate Capital Partners, one of the Managers of this 
Boynton Yards Project
Ian Ramey - Landscape Architect at Copley Wolff Design Group, on development team
John Sullivan - SGA Architects, Master Plan Architect for the Project
Bill Gisness - SGA Architects, part of the development team
Rola Idris - Leggat McCall Properties - Project Manager on this Project
Kevin Griffin - Leggat McCall Properties - Project Manager on the Ownership Side of 
Development Team
Nick Barker - DLJ 
Toby Banta - DLJ

Community Members:
Jessica Eshleman
Alan Nissenbaum
Patrick McCormick
Michelle Hewitt
Wig Zamore
Rob Dickey
Frank Kautz
Cosmo DiSchino



1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Public Comment

Isabella: People who are in the Zoom meeting with a phone number but no name need to 
introduce themselves, so we know who is at the meeting.
Unanimous agreement.

Bill Cav: Did farmers market open last weekend? 
Reply Yes. Jessica Eshleman can give details when on the call.

3. Approval of minutes from May 12 meeting

8 yes, 2 abstain. Approved.

4. Presentation, Q&A, and Conversation with DLJ Developers in Boynton Yards

Please see audio on the website for the full presentation by DLJ and question and answer.
http://unionsquareneighborhoodcouncil.org/meetings/30-general-meetings/245-2020-05-26
Presentation slides available here: 
http://unionsquareneighborhoodcouncil.org/images/presentation/200522-
DLJ_Boynton_Yards_project_presentation.pdf

Jessica: DLJ is doing this presentation for businesses leaders in conjunction with our May 
business meeting.
The Farmers Market went as well as a first COVID-prepared market could go. We are working 
with the City on working on some modified procedures. The SNAP match was received 
wonderfully. Our SNAP match coordinator will do additional outreach. 

5. Outreach and Communications

Gary: My hope is to approve language that would provide a mandate for the Outreach and 
Communications Committee. I propose the adoption of the language in the draft I have sent 
around.

Michèle: I read the proposal multiple times. I understand the basic principles you are trying to 
set force. I think some of the language is a bit too negative, though I don’t think that was the 
intention. I would rewrite those sections a bit.

http://unionsquareneighborhoodcouncil.org/images/presentation/200522-DLJ_Boynton_Yards_project_presentation.pdf
http://unionsquareneighborhoodcouncil.org/images/presentation/200522-DLJ_Boynton_Yards_project_presentation.pdf
http://unionsquareneighborhoodcouncil.org/meetings/30-general-meetings/245-2020-05-26


Bill S: I have not had a chance to read the document yet, so I would ask if Gary can summarize 
it.

Gary shows document on shared screen for board members to look through.

Gary: Let’s see if we agree on the main purposes of O and C and whether we need to change the 
wording of any parts of the document. I’ve identified these four items as being the main 
functions of this committee and am open to seeing if this list should be expanded. I would like 
approval of this entire document, either at this meeting or a future meeting if editing is needed. 
Maybe a number of us can work on the document and present a new draft at the next meeting.

Michèle: I can go through it and give my suggestions for edits between meetings.

Andy can put this into a Google Document to allow for anyone to edit it with tracked changes.
Then everyone can look at it and add comments or suggested edits, for possible vote of approval 
at the next meeting.

Gary: Maybe we can make what we want to do with respect to representing the needs of various 
groups that have an interest in what comes about in a project like the one in Boynton Yards we 
just discussed a more deliberate element of what the Outreach and Communications Committee 
does. That committee can identify specific interest groups or sub-categories of people in the 
Square and tries to think about what their particular issues are and how to engage them and how 
to work to further their priorities.

Michèle: Even if someone is not on the Outreach and Communications Committee, every board 
member needs to do some sort of outreach work. Everyone should contribute to that effort if they
are on the board.

Gary: It would be good to develop guidelines within the committee for any of its members doing
outreach to use as a set of principles in conducting their outreach activities.

6. Any business previously not foreseen by the Board 

All combined into public comment.

7. Public comment

Tori: A group of us are working with City Councillor Katjana Ballantyne to walk the GLX 
corridor to identify places where we have the capacity to reforest and comparing to other existing
parts of the Green Line that have an existing tree canopy. Please email me if you want to get 
involved.



There is an opportunity to make changes to SomerVision 2040 to get our goals. Planning Memos
from the City usually include something like, “supporting SomerVision’s principles of XYZ, this
development does…”. These memos are always referenced and discussed at Planning Board 
meetings for every development. So we could push to add other things to SomerVision 2040 
such as “developments of certain sizes would require a Community Benefits Agreement”. At 
every Planning Board meeting and in every Staff Report, they reference and go through 
SomerVision. The new members of the Planning Board presents an opportunity to advocate for 
community needs.

Michèle: I agree that everyone always references SomerVision. John Fenton did during his DLJ 
presentation as well. The City and developers use it as a selling point but then don’t want to use 
it as something you actually have to do when the neighborhood references it.

David: We talked at the last meeting about making a “quiz” for developers to take to get an 
understanding of the Union Square Neighborhood Council is and what it stands for, before 
meeting or presenting to us.

David shows via shared screen a draft of Google Quiz. He presents a video he made with images
showing the principles of the Union Square Neighborhood Council.

Isabella suggests adding a picture or symbol representing each value of the USNC when it is 
referenced on the video, that would be relatable and memorable to the community.

Bill S: I got an email and then had a conversation with City Councillor Mark Neidergang 
responding to the SomerVision 2040 letter the USNC sent to the City Councillors and Planning 
Board. Because there is no hierarchy of objectives or values in the SomerVision 2040 draft and 
because it’s a laundry list of every virtuous thing that could be done, then anyone who wants to 
do something in the City can cite the small part that conforms to SomerVision 2040, but that 
might not be the most important part.

Michèle: But if we get our ideas and values into SomerVision 2040, then we can point to it if a 
developer doesn’t apply that value to their development. But I do agree with Bill S that 
developers can still cherry pick what parts of SomerVision 2040 they follow, and the City can do 
that too.

Bill S: It might be time to have a conversation with some City Councillors about what needs to 
be done to make SomerVision 2040 meaningful.

Tori: SomerVision 2040 will come before the City Council, but legally speaking only the 
Planning Board has to vote to approve it. But we can expect the City will want the City Council’s
support. I don’t want to miss the opportunity for this to be a tool we can use. We could set up a 



priority system to push for in SomerVision 2040 that Bill S is suggesting, so that we don’t need 
to be as vigilant on every future Planning Board decision. So far it does not appear the Planning 
Board will be taking up SomerVision 2040 in June. When it comes up, expect a 2-3 week 
comment period open to the community.

Gary: I want to compliment David on the quiz and the video work. If there are any suggestions 
for modifications to the quiz or video, I hope we can discuss that on the email list. 

Tori: There is a webinar tomorrow on Eco-Districts that I sent out to the Board by email. Eco-
Districts are so much more than an environmental thought. It’s a social justice, environmental 
justice, affordable housing, interactive government, etc. 

Next meeting Tuesday June 9, 6-8 pm.


