
Union Square Neighborhood Council Meeting
September 8, 2020
6 pm – 8 pm
Zoom Meeting
 
Attendees:
Board Members:
Michèle Hansen
Ann Camara
Andy Greenspon
Bill Cavellini
David Scott
Gary Trujillo
Sarah Dunbar
Tori Antonino
Danyal Najmi
Arriving for Executive Session Only:
Bill Shelton
Pennie Taylor

Community Members:
Kristin Phelan, External Relations, Somernova
Wig Zamore
Jessica Eshleman
Cosmo DiSchino
Phil McKenna
Edwidge L Hercule

1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Public Comment

Jessica Eshleman: The posters for Fluff Fest are hitting the streets this week. Please like, share, 
and comment on Instagram and Facebook. This Saturday, Sept 12, we are presenting the first 
virtual Fluff Festival, broadcast online. We are excited that everyone from around the globe can 
participate. This is a stay home - take out event. Two primary goals of Fluff Fest: 1) How can we 
spotlight our Union Square businesses? 2) How can we tell the story of our city? 
Three buckets of programming: 
1) Fluff all day, stick fun at home. Starting at 11 am. On-demand offerings. We took all the Fluff 
games and made them virtual. The goal is to get you there in spirit, as if you were in the Square. 
2) The live-stream starts at 6 pm. Erica Jones formerly of Somerville Media Center will be the 



Master of Ceremonies. She taped all of the intros. There will be many musical performances 
across genres. The performances are recorded in three areas in Union Square: The Jungle, Sally 
O’s, New Alliance Audio, the latter is a community of artists that has now moved to a location in 
SomerNova. 
3) We complete the evening with Aeronaut Fluff Trivia. Aeronaut built a platform that can serve 
up to 100 Fluff Trivia participants. Different sets of trivia. Union Square Business Trivia. 
Marshmallow Fluff Trivia. Union Square in Somerville Trivia with Mayor Curtatone. What the 
Fluff Trivia.Again, theme is In Fluff We Trust - Sticking Together through Fluff. Love local, be 
spirited, funky, and a little bit unexpected.

Wig: District Design in Boynton Yards. We keep missing the big district design issues and go 
right to buildings. You can’t fix that after you build the buildings. In Boynton Yards, the 
residential building planned is so long and is a wall between Boynton Yards and Union SQuare, 
without any porosity. That is a massive urban and district design mistake on the part of the City. 
We need a bit of willpower to do this. If you don’t fix the small stuff, it will be with us for 100 
years.
Creative Economy is the heart and soul of Union Square and Somerville, whether start-ups, 
science space, musicians, artists, etc, with regard to new character development. Greentown is 
moving a huge branch to Houston, TX. I hope that doesn’t mean a drop off of Greentown in 
Union Square. I am disappointed that Artisan's Asylum is moving to Harvard in Allston. Biobot 
has rocked the world with its ability to detect viruses and disease by testing wastewater. They 
were in that space entrepreneurially before it was needed. They have moved a lot of their 
operations back to Cambridge near MIT now from Somerville. 

Gary: I would like to add to the agenda at this or a future meeting an operational response to 
Wig’s comments.

Tori: Wig, do you have any idea what we can do to get Artisan’s Asylum to stay?

Wig: I just learned about this recently, but it sounds like a done deal.

3. Approval of minutes from July 28 meeting, August 18 meeting 

Unanimous approval of July 28 meeting minutes. 
Postpone approval of August 18 meeting minutes until next meeting.

4. Digital Conflict of interest form

Bill Cav: I could not follow Andy’s instructions for how to draw a digital signature, so I typed in
my name as a signature.



Andy: Typing your signature online constitutes a regular signature of the Conflict of Interest 
Form.

5. Additional Public Comment

Phil: I am interested in development of the Earle Street underpass as part of the Boynton Yards 
development by DLJ as it progresses.

Michèle: This is on our radar for discussion at our next meeting.

Tori: The Earle Street underpass is in the approved Union Square Neighborhood Plan.

Bill Cav: Thank you Phil for putting in the time and effort to develop a petition on this. It will 
affect how I prioritize things in terms of the asks from DLJ. I have always been struck by the 
cavalier attitude the developers have when they hire a traffic consultant to assess intersections 
and project the number of trips. And then it always appears that the road system can always 
handle another 1,000 cars. I experience Cambridge St in Cambridge as a literal parking lot from 
3:30 to 6:30 pm every day. That is not okay to add additional cars to. So your petition saying we 
need an outlet to the North from Boynton Yards is right on the money.

Kristin: I’m Kristin Phelan, External Relations for Somernova. Somernova was formerly the 
Ames Business Park. It includes Aeronaut Brewing and Brooklyn Boulders, among other 
businesses. It was acquired by Rafi properties in 2018 and the name was changes to Somerville 
Innovation Hub or SomerNova. We are part of the neighborhood and would like to be an active 
part of this association. Thank you all for your hard work.

5. Executive Session for purposes of developer negotiation strategies

Unanimous vote to go into Executive Session.


