
Union Square Neighborhood Council
April 12, 2021
7 pm – 9 pm
Zoom Meeting
 
Attendees:
Board Members:
Michèle Hansen
Ann Camara
Andy Greenspon
Bill Shelton
Phil Privitera
Bill Cavellini
Sarah Dunbar

Community Members:
Jessica Eshleman
Frank Kautz
Eric Holmberg, MSAC
Meredith Porter
Fred Grosso
Lynette Laveau
Edwidge Hercule
Mary
Michelle Blain

1. Welcome, introductions, and reading of the mission statement

2. Public comment

Michèle: We have joined an organization called Rebuilding Neighborhoods - they are working 
with the Fenway area and Chinatown to work on strategies to handle gentrification. We are 
joining them from Union Square. They offered to pay us for our time, but as board members we 
cannot accept pay. But we can accept donations to the USNC as a non-profit organization.

Sarah: A few board members went to a meeting with Eversource about a large planned project 
to make sure power service is reliable given all the large developments being built in the area. 
There’s going to be a new underground substation at Kendall Square. Eversource needs to do 
underground lines to the substation at the intersection of Webster Ave and Prospect St. They may
start this three years from now. They asked the community about possible best routes for the 
underground lines to minimize disruption in the area.



Ann: I asked them to consider having a neighborhood monitoring committee. There are two 
paths. One goes straight down Prospect St. The other might go through a large section of the D2 
parcel.

Michèle: We said that Eversource needs to spend a lot more time coordinating with all the other 
construction going on in the area, so as to minimize the number of times the roads need to be dug
up. There is another question as to whether Eversource is building enough new power 
infrastructure to handle the new developments in Union Square and Boynton Yards.

Jessica: Please keep loving on local. I am happy to see a discussion about the Spring Cleanup 
with the Somerville Arts Council later on the agenda.

3. Approval of meeting minutes from March 15, March 29

Unanimous approval of both March 15, March 29 meeting minutes.

4. Presentation by Mass Senior Action Council (mSAC) - Cambridge/Somerville Chapter
https://www.masssenioraction.org/

Ann: I am also a member of MSAC for a few years. When we as a board were trying to get the 
elevator at the top of Prospect St for the Union Square GLX stop, I went to MSAC with the 
petition and everyone signed it. And I realized that these people get things done, so I became a 
member. We are a Cambridge/Somerville chapter. There are chapters all around Boston.

Eric: I’m an organizer with both the MSAC healthcare campaign and the Cambridge/Somerville 
chapter. I’m also a neighbor in Somerville. 

Mary: I live in Somerville at Brady Towers. I am the Vice PResident of this MSAC chapter. I 
went to a forum at St. Joseph’s Church. I found myself falling off the healthcare cliff in a few 
years, and said that this is something I needed to be involved with. I’ve been a member for four 
years.

Fred: I live across from MGH in Affordable Housing. THere was a bulletin board for MSAC 
coming to make a presentation. I got a bit interested. I went to one of their meetings in a senior 
center in Cambridge. And I see all these older people drinking coffee and eating donuts. They 
bring the meeting to order and start talking about housing and all the older people are talking in 
detail about complex housing issues, and I realized I had to become a member of this group. One
of the reasons I’m happy that I’m there is that I learn from this group issues that I care about. 
One big issue is long-term care. How do we handle decisions, what opportunities are there for us.
As I get older, I want to be able to stay at my home, in my neighborhood and not go to a nursing 
home. And MSAC has a subcommittee to handle this issue. There are bills in Congress and the 

https://www.masssenioraction.org/


State Legislature about these issues, to make other people’s lives better.
There is also a food access committee. There are a lot of people across the country and in MA 
who don’t have adequate food. I googled SNAP benefits, and I learned how to get an EBT card. I
learned about a program where you can buy fruits and vegetables at certain markets, and this is 
something I might try this summer. MSAC will help you learn about all these issues and how to 
lobby, how to talk to your Senator and your Representative. In Boston, Sal De Deminico is my 
rep. Another rep in cambridge spoke to the MSAC people the other day. I can’t wait to go to her 
office and talk about the issues we are working on. We have these blue shirts that identify MSAC
and the state legislators recognize us in these shirts. I’ve been a member since 2019 and then 
COVID changed things in 2020 unfortunately. I am going to learn from MSAC how to make 
presentations to legislators so they can pass laws to help us.

Lynette: I’m a Cambridge resident-  I’ve been a member for three years. I wanted to get the 
word out about the word on my regular weekly TV show on CCTV. When I was invited by one 
of the members to join, I thought that not too many people know about this group but it’s 
important. I wanted to have them on my show, but then I thought I should first go to one of their 
meetings, and I’ve been a member ever since.
I’m the Secretary of this chapter. This chapter is a bit over 100 people. There are six chapters 
with about 1,000 people total. We meet about once a month. We work with people on limited 
income, who are retired, and experiencing hardship. These are the causes we lobby for. Even 
through the pandemic, we have not stopped. We utilize technology and are teaching everyone 
how to use technology. We gave people tablets who needed computer access and taught them 
how to use the technology. We are so motivating and so educational that the state legislators 
miss us currently due to COVID. They are inspired by how we are so enthusiastic and passionate
about getting MA seniors quality living.
We are looking for people who are interested in joining this organization and learning how to 
advocate for these important issues.

Mary: We are working on expanding the federal Medicare savings program. It helps for seniors 
to pay for their prescription drug costs. Unfortunately, we still have 30,000 or so seniors who are 
ineligible. We want to increase the eligibility for seniors to 200% of the federal poverty level. 
This was previously increased from 135% to 165%, but we still have a lot of work to be done. 
People under 65 don’t have the issues seniors have. They have MassHealth, which sets eligibility
to 300% of the federal poverty level for those under 65. Those under 65 in MassHealth are 
limited to paying 2.9% of their income on healthcare, where we seniors pay over 20% of our 
income on healthcare. The increase has allowed me to get rid of my premium and it pays for my 
prescription plan. There are a lot of people making decisions between food and medication. 
Many Medicare Advantage plans do not cover all prescription costs, such as insulin supplies for 
diabetics. I’m sure everyone has a senior relative who is in this position. We’ve had success in 
Housing advocacy. We’ve had success in keeping costs down for The Ride (MBTA program to 
get seniors and disabled around Boston).



Michèle: My family has thankfully managed to keep all our family members in our homes as 
they age. But with a lot of people getting dementia and Alzheimer’s, what can be done to help 
people with those conditions in the family home? 

Lynette: This is not an issue we have actively addressed, but it has come up. Whenever we meet,
we are looking for new issues that affect the demographic we represent. This is an issue that 
definitely needs work.

Fred: We’re collaborating with the Dignity Alliance. They are discussing the issues and support 
for those who are working with people with dementia. What they are interested in is trying to 
keep people from being in an Institution or a Nursing Home. At some point with dementia, it can
be very difficult to take care of a family member from the home. There are other ways the state 
can finance ways to stay out of the nursing home. They can pay for nurses and health assistants 
to assist people in the home. The Dignity Alliance has some proposed reforms they are tryin to 
get through the Mass Legislature.
https://dignityalliancema.org/about/

Michèle: Have you heard about mobile COVID vaccine appointments?

Lynette: We have not heard anything about that yet. My sister is under 65 and she contacted the 
Council on Aging about homebound people she knows who have not gotten vaccines.

Eric: With the J and J vaccine that does not need as cold refrigeration, we expect this vaccine 
will be used to get the vaccine to homebound people.

Fred: Sue Reinert writes for the Cambridge Day, and she appears to be very knowledgeable 
about these things, so might know about this issue.

Bill Cav: I first joined MSAC 15 years ago. I attended a number of their annual meetings. I have
gone to their picket lines in front of MassDoT. They are some of the most spirited picket lines I 
have seen.

Lynette: We have a newsletter that we can distribute for you all to pass on.

Andy: I run most of the digital infrastructure for the USNC along with Gary, another board 
member and our webmaster. I am happy to send out links to digital copies of this information, 
and we can put it on our website.

Fred: Edna Pruce is our President. Our motto is “we don’t take it - we take charge!”



Jessica types into chat: I wanted to share that the Union Square Farmers Market offers a SNAP 
match up to $15 per market each Saturday May 15 - Nov 21. And those benefits can be layered 
with HIP too!

5. May Election Preparations - progress on publicity, recruiting new board members, 
decisions that have to be made, volunteers to staff polls

Bill Cav: The flyers have been printed - I noticed some on poles in Union Square. It encourages 
people to run for office for the board for the USNC. It has the deadline for submitting an 
application. The deadline is April 26.

[Note: Deadline for candidate submission was later extended to April 30.]

Andy: Gary sent the flyer around. The section of the website describing the process for 
candidate nomination exists now. I did not send the link in the most recent tinyLetter because I 
was unsure if that section was in completed form yet. But I should send the link out in the 
tinyLetter as soon as possible when I get a confirmation that it is finished. People should forward
the information and link to all the community listservs they are a part of that have people who 
are connected to Union Square. Such as the Prospect Hill, and Green and Open Somerville 
listservs.

Michèle: Can we get our hands on the flyer that asks for people to become candidates, in order 
to pass it out?

Andy: Anyone can print copies of the flyer if they have a printer. Ben Baldwin printed some 
copies. I don’t know who else has access to a printer right now. A downloadable version of the 
flyer to print should be in the most recent email Gary sent out.

Bill Cav: David Gibbs at Community Action Agency of Somerville (CAAS) has agreed to copy 
hundreds of flyers for us to distribute and poster with. I am unsure if that has been done yet, but 
it has been approved by the Elections Committee.

Michèle: We will advertise the chance to run for the Board of the USNC on social media as 
well.

Jessica into chat: Union Square Main Streets (USMS) stands ready to promote running for the 
board but a link is very helpful to do so in context to USNC. Please let me know when info goes 
live on the site

Bill Cav: I am aware of at least two current board members who will not be running for office, 
so we will have significant vacancies.



Andy sends the tinyURL web link to Jessica with information on how to run for the USNC board 
with a candidate packet.

6. Developer Updates

a. US2 and D2 block 

Bill Cav: The CBA (Community Benefits Agreement) Monitoring Committee met on April 1 
with US2. We talked about various issues we have discussed before, including whether First 
Source could deliver on the second contract for job training and placement. The Job Fair was 
held at 6 pm this evening. I attended. There were about 20 people who attended it seeking jobs in
construction. Representatives from Gilbane and Cranshaw, the two general contractors for the 
Lab and Housing buildings respectively, were there and spoke about the Trades they would be 
hiring. The general contractors will not be hiring the workers directly. There are managers that 
will not be engaged in the construction itself but will be managing the various trades. Both 
general contractors said they are open to hiring in those management positions as well as direct 
construction jobs.
20-22 different trades on each building. They talked about the schedule for when the first Trades 
will be coming in. Completion dates expected in late 2022, and early 2023. Greg K confirmed 
US2 will be constructing the elevator to the Prospect St bridge.

Michèle: You have to prepare people for these jobs so they can be hired. They seem to know 
what they are doing. 

Bill Cav: They will have a second job fair on construction. I asked today that they bring to the 
second job fair a Building Pathways representative, which is a program that prepares people who
have no experience or skills in construction for apprenticeship programs. So this is described as a
pre-apprenticeship program. It is well regarded in Boston. Danielle Skilling who is connected to 
Gilbane is on the advisory board for Building Pathways. She said she would try to bring 
someone from this program at the next job fair.

Ann: The Building Pathways program is a six week course, where you can see all the different 
possible jobs.

b. DLJ and Boynton Yards 

Andy: DLJ had their neighborhood meeting for Civic Space I and Building II. Have we heard 
anything else? After neighborhood meeting #1, do they go to the Urban Design Commission 
(UDC)?



Bill Cav: Tori knows the step by step process from the zoning. The Final Environmental Impact 
Report for Boynton Yards Master Plan has come out online on MEPA (Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act) Office website. It’s very big. We have until April 23 to send a 
response to the document. DLJ responded to all our questions and comments from past 
submissions.

Michèle: I read the document too. It is “adequate”. The general rules for these approvals need to 
be changed. There is a lot of checking off boxes without more complex analysis of the issues.

Bill Cav: Gary circulated that a Somerville reporter wants to talk to the USNC about the 
Boynton Yards plan. I talked to Michèle and Ann about who should talk to him. I spoke to him 
this afternoon briefly. He wanted to know the differences between this in US2 and DLJ. I think 
he’s writing the article now because of the public meeting on Building II and Civic Space I 
recently.

Michèle Hanson: If DLJ buys any more property in the area, it re-opens up negotiations with the
USNC. DLJ is looking to buy Nissenbaum property. They have already bought Sav Mor Liquors 
property, which is technically outside our area.

Michelle Blain: I live on Linden Street. I’m in that tiny triangle that everyone is after. Some 
unknown developers bought three buildings and the Historic Preservation Commission has 
gotten involved and has stated those buildings should be preserved. None of us who live in this 
neighborhood know who these developers are.

Michèle Hanson: Ann and I have previously gone around the Allen St neighborhood to talk to 
the neighbors. If you provide us with your information, we would be happy to speak with you. I 
don’t know if it’s DLJ that is buying that property. Bill Cav, do you know who has bought that 
property?

Bill Cav: I was in a meeting with Michelle B, my wife, and City Councillor JT Scott. We went 
to the Historic Preservation Committee (HPC) meetings to follow this. The company that has 
bought the three houses is R & R investments. It’s probably an LLC that could be a front for a 
number of companies. As far as I know, they are a separate independent company until we hear 
otherwise. DLJ is not interested in areas north of the commuter rail tracks. They are interested in 
areas south of their current development though.

Michelle B: No matter how much info we try to get out of anybody, there’s no information about
what’s happening on our three streets.

Michèle H: We can have a meeting with your neighbors and try to figure out what we know and 
what to do.



Andy: As a matter of law on the ground,  your neighborhood is primarily zoned neighborhood 
residential (NR) and urban residential (UR). This means that while developers can keep buying 
up people’s houses, they cannot build new buildings that tall. They may redevelop the properties 
and build luxury condos, which could be an issue for the neighborhood.

Bill S: When I want to figure out who is buying up a property, I go to the Registry of Deeds. 
You can go into their offices in person to look up the info. It takes a bit longer to be posted 
online.

Michelle B: They have to file within 90 days of buying the property.

Bill S: When you find an LLC you don’t recognize, you can go on the Secretary Of States’ 
corporate database and look up who the officers of that corporation are, who have to be 
individuals.

Michelle B: Who follows all these things going on?

Bill S: The City has no obligation to follow this information. It is the job of the citizens to follow
these issues.

Michelle B: I’m one of the few people who lives in this neighborhood currently in this 
discussion that we are having. Who else lives in my neighborhood?

Bill Cav: Gary Trujillo lives on Allen street and is a board member. 

Ann: Cosmo DiSchino, who comes to our meetings, lives on Linden St.

Meredith: I have a lot of experience looking up and locating these types of corporations, by 
looking up the address or the owner name in the corporate database.

Michelle B: There’s so much secretive stuff going on, and no one seems to have any real 
information about anything.

Bill Cav: 21, 23, 25 Allen St. Those are still in the ownership of Jean Martelli. R & R is the 
group that went to the HPC asking for a designation one way or another for historic preservation 
so that they could pull demolition permits. 13 Allen St was not declared preferably preserved by 
the HPC, so the next step will be that owner going to the Inspectional Services Department for a 
demolition permit.

Michelle B: All those properties were sold to these developers. I’ve been to several different 
community groups and none of them know what’s going on. 



Michelle B provides her contact information for the USNC Board to be in touch.

c. CV Properties 

Bill Cav: A response to the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) is due by noon tomorrow. 
We need one more vote to approve the document I had previously drafted.
The Urban Design Committee (UDC) is meeting tomorrow night (Tuesday). According to Tori, 
they will more likely than not approve the high rise building in the place it has been proposed by 
CV Properties. There is no public comment at the UDC meetings, but you can attend these 
meetings online via the City website.

Michelle B: When I attended these City meetings a while ago, the original plans had a large park
at the end of my street near the train tracks. But that’s not what is going on there at all now.

Michèle H: If you’d like to run for the USNC Board, your voice is badly needed.

Ann: Meeting with 80 Webster Ave tomorrow night in USNC Executive Session.

d. Capital Hall

Ann: Capital Hall has asked what days the USNC is free next week to meet.

7. Report on 1st Brickbottom visioning workshop

Bill S: My heart sank when I discovered that the City had hired the design firm that did the 
Union Square design to do the Brickbottom design. They put people through an exercise at the 
beginning. Most of the attendees were residents of Brickbottom. What people said they wanted 
was all over the map, but the unifying thing people wanted was better connectivity.
Sarah Lewis once again said that the Capital Hall project is not moving forward, at least in its 
current form.
One other update on a development near Assembly Row, which is technically outside our USNC 
area. It’s at 74 Middlesex Avenue, to be a 14 story lab building. The developer is going to do 
basically everything that we have asked for, including LEED Platinum. Tori asked if they will 
hire locally and follow the procedures that we’ve elicited from US2 and DLJ, and those 
developers agreed.

6e. New public safety center public meeting

Andy: There was a meeting to discuss the new public safety building proposed at 90 
Washington St on the other side of the commuter rail tracks, to replace the police and fire station 
currently in existence closer to Union Square on Washington St. The current building is on the 



slate to eventually be redeveloped by US2 as one of the D-blocks.

Bill Cav: There will be significant extra square footage on this new development site that will 
not be used by the fire and police department. The City will do a separate planning process with 
residents to decide what should go there.

8. Possibly interface with Somerville Arts Council to advertise Spring Clean-up on April 
24th? 

Andy: Jessica forwarded an email from the Somerville Arts Council that they were looking for 
community groups to advertise the clean-up event. I already advertised it in the tinyLetter. I 
don’t know if they want to do any more specific collaboration with us. We could use it as an 
opportunity to talk to people about possibly running for the USNC board.

Jessica: Iaritza Menjivaris is the Somerville Arts Council (SAC) Events Manager who will have 
all the details for the 4/24 clean up. Cleanup efforts are organized in all the Wards of the City. 
SAC reaches out to local community groups that are interested. It is 2 hours on a Saturday 
morning. SAC brings all the supplies to do this such as gloves.

9. Scheduling the next USNC meeting

Next meeting scheduled for April 26, 7 pm.

10. Public comment

No additional public comment.

11. Executive Session for the purposes of developer negotiation strategies

Unanimous vote to go into Executive Session for the purposes of discussing developer 
negotiation strategies.


