
Union Square Neighborhood Council Meeting
Monday

July 26, 2021
7-9 pm

Virtual Meeting - Recorded

ATTENDANCE
Ann Camara (chair)
Michèle Hansen (board member)
Isabella Drago (board member)
David Scott (secretary)
Mary Napolitano (board member)
Bill Cavellini (board member)
Van Hardy (board member)
Tori Antonino (board member)
Bill Shelton (board member)
 
Mike Katz
Laurie Goldman
Gonzalo Puigbo
Roger Levy

 
AGENDA

 
1.     Welcome, introductions, and reading of the mission statement (5 min)

AC asked for introductions, read mission statement
 

2.     Public comment (10 min)
MK Working with Design for Social Intervention. Toole Design. A landscape architecture firm. 6 people 
from the city. Trying for a different way to get community input on streetscape for Union Square. Team 
of 11 are bringing neighbors together in focus groups, holding popups on the plaza. We want lots of input 
from residents and businesses so we can hold developers accountable to community wishes.
 

3.     Approval of meeting minutes from July 12 (5 min)
MH moved to approve. Seconded by TA. No discussion. Motion passes.
 

4.     Reimagine Public Space Pop-up Event 7/23 (10 min)
Addressed this during public comment.
 

5.     Committee reports
a.     Height Rezoning Committee Committee (5 min

BC 5 of us met last Wednesday. Matthias, Ilan Levin, Aaron Weber, Roger Levy. We familiarized ourself
with the zoning USQ and Boynton Yards and Union Square East (Macone/Glass Stop). Agreed there 
needs to be a height limit. Will make a recommendation to the board once we have all read the documents



especially environmental impact and notification forms submitted by developers. IL has experience as a 
traffic planner so he will review the developers’ plans for mobility. MH asks to join committee.
 

b.     Boynton Yards Monitoring Committee (5 min)
TA there is a meeting set up for Aug 2 with DLJ. Members are Andy, TA, Matthias, BS, Roger Levy.
 

c.     City Election Forum Committee (5 min)
ID first meeting next week. Agenda went out today. Public can be involved if they want. Email if you are 
interested. Can send it to public list again to get more input.
 

6.     Update on First Source and SCC (5 min)
GP Need to attract the right candidate for First Source/SCC position. Are there people on the committee 
who want to have a discussion about the job description? Looking for help to find the right candidate. MH
Thank you for asking us. BS very important to make sure that Somerville residents can get jobs in these 
new developments. It is urgent that First Source succeeds. BC Royal Hospitality workers will probably 
lose their jobs in a year and a half. I am very concerned that First Source concentrates on these 160 
people. If people need a stipend so they can get training, perhaps that is what should happen. VH the 
1.5M is dedicated to union square, not Somerville, so the $$ is there. GP started a job training trust fund. 
Local 1445 (Gabe Comacho) is the union there.
 

7.     Update on NEXUS study (5 min)
VH We are recruiting people now for a NEXUS group. Keeping pressure on city to discuss scope of 
linkage fees. Discussion about amount and subjects of fees including jobs, housing, green and open, 
human structure (child/elder care), bicycles, safety/health, community center, etc. MN asked to join. AC 
is already on committee. TA asked to join.
 

8.     Update on 600 Windsor, Green and Yellow Cab building (5 min)
BC I got a letter from USQ announcing the 8/5 meeting with Councilor JT Scott at 6pm. It is outside what
has been approved for USQ, so CBA does not apply. Encouraged all to attend the 8/5 meeting to learn 
USQ’s plans and ask questions.
 

9.     Public comment (5 min)
LG Glad that USNC is helping with First Source job description. First Source is down staff, so council 
should remember that this money is for an ADDITIONAL position, to focus on Union Square. Keep 
pressing for connections with the high school to focus on specific jobs that the HS grads can get. 
Affordability is about jobs/income/expenses.
 
RL Update on 80 Webster, discussions with CV properties and city planning staff. A new idea is “arcade”
concept on the Columbia side, city seems interested. City’s goal is to activate Columbia Street. Residents 
are discussing desirability of various options for massing of buildings.  Residents have another scheduled 
meeting with the city planning staff and CV properties.
 

10.  Executive Session - developer negotiation discussions
MH moves to adjourn and go into executive session. TA seconds. Motion passes.


