
Union Square Neighborhood Council
Built Environment Committee Meeting
March 10, 2018, 9 am - 11 am, Public Safety Building, 220 Washington St.
 
Attendees:
Tori Antonino
Andy Greenspon
Simon Hill
Joe Beckmann
Sam Engelstad
Wig Zamore
Michèle Hansen
 
Meeting Minutes:
 
Meeting Minutes from 2018-March-04 approved
 
Tori: Writing two separate letters to the City and US2 asking for update on the development 
progress.
 
Simon: Information and updates from US2 and the City.
 
Joe: $50 million for GLX, budget much larger than it now is. Do we get options from that? 
Would US2 support us pushing the MBTA for a better station in Union Square?
 
Tori: Would that be a CBA issue?
 
Joe: It could be. But the problem with the CBA discussion is that it is too often either/or.
 
Simon: Isn’t the mayor pushing for this too?
 
Joe: The mayor will but I want us to advocate too.
 
Sam: When the MBTA is doing the maintenance yard, the dimensions will be such that the City 
of Somerville can piggy back off that and not do as much infrastructure work as a result.
 
Joe: Totally irrelevant. That yard is not Somerville’s yard – it’s the yard owned by the MBTA.
 
Simon: The MBTA air rights in Union Square would be so expensive that neither the City nor 
US2 would touch that.
 
Joe: The $50 million could be on the table. Whether or not the budget goes up to use it up is 
another issue. The transfer home rule petition is also on the table.
 



It would be a mutual benefit to the City, developer, and the subway. If we looked for more of 
those mutualities, we could get a lot more stuff.
 
Simon: The original Green Line project in Union Square would just be canopies, but we are 
making a value judgment that a full station would be better.
 
Tori: Heard from Dan Bartman that US2 wanted to cover the Green Line station, but the City 
said no.
 
Michèle: Boston has buildings all above train stations all over.
 
Joe: For 10 years, they were going to build a $70 million library where Ricky’s is now. They had 
a design for it. There is an urgent need for open space, public space, a library. Also good 
anchors for pedestrian traffic for all the commercial to be built. Originally D1 was not going to be
a civic block. There is an issue of traffic pollution at that intersection, which is why they didn’t 
want that to be a green and open space.
 
Tori: Back to letter to US2. We want to invite them to a USNC meeting where they will have a 
specific slot on the agenda to update the board on the progress and potential timeline of the 
Union Square development. I would also like them to talk about phasing.
 
Joe: That can go into the actual discussion. We don’t want to say that in the email. We want 
some dynamic conversation, not a didactic one.
 
Draft letter to US2 agreed to. Tori will send to USNC Board to look at for discussion before 
Thursday’s meeting.
 
Tori: We also want to send a letter to the City to have them come give updates on this process.
 
Joe: Send letter to Tom Galvin as head of OSPCD.
 
Similar draft letter to City Tori will also send to the USNC Board.
 
Wig arrives.
 
Tori: D block walk.
 
Andy: Saturday March 17, I suggested 10 am.
 
Tori: We should start advertising now.
 
Andy: Send out through tinyLetter and USNC-public by end of weekend.
 
Simon: Do we have a pattern of walk to do?



 
Wig: We could meet at Bloc11, start with the smaller things on D7, then move towards D2.
 
Tori: I was thinking we could start at where they will first develop, D2.
 
Wig: D2 will have more serious questions, and we could end up there for the entire time, and 
some people could peel off early. If we start...
 
Michèle: The purpose of this walk is to walk around and see where the development spots are. 
We are walking along and just giving general information to orient people.
 
Wig: By Goodyear, we have the two parcels, the scale, mixed-income housing, the park with 
possible expansion. Then you can swing up towards Webster. OR walk towards Civic Block first.
 
Tori: But if we are concerned about people leaving early, then we would want to go to D2 first?
 
Wig: You could D2 and Target site first.
 
Simon: Target site is not part of the D development.
 
Wig: But we want residents to be aware of the broader development. You need to consider the 
broader development plans through Union Square. Maybe have a page or half page for each 
“stop” on the tour. One stop could be D7 area, one stop could be Webster at Prospect 
intersection, one stop is D2, one stop is D1.
 
Michèle: I agree with Wig on tour stop order. You can explain what’s going to be at each of the 
smaller sites. And then when you get to the place with the big buildings and green line, that’s 
what is going to be the bulk of the problems.
 
Wig: We don’t need to go to Target, but maybe should have a picture and explain that site in the
context of all this development.
 
Tori: Doing the walk chronologically seems more logical.
 
Andy: But the timeline is somewhat up in the air. There is D2, D1, and then it’s open how all the
rest will be developed.
 
Andy: Meet in front of Bloc11. 10 am Saturday. Do D7, do Webster/Prospect D3/D4, D2, D1, 
look at Allen St? mention target, end at NuCafé.
 
Michèle leaves.
 
Tori: I will work on a poster or banner for this.
 



Tori and Wig will plan short handouts for each parcel based on the Neighborhood Plan or 
CDSP.
 
Sam will bring a park design for D7.
 
Continue planning over the BEC listserv.
 
BEC meeting/debrief at NuCafé at noon – Sam will check in with NuCafé to reserve space.
 
Action Items:
1) Tori email USNC Board draft emails.
2) Tori and Wig prepare USNC tour.
3) Sam check with NuCafé about meeting at noon.


