
Approved 11/22/2021

 
Union Square Neighborhood Council Meeting

Monday
Nov 8, 7pm

Virtual Meeting
 

ATTENDANCE
 
BOARD
Bill Shelton
David Scott
Matthias Rudolf
Mary Napolitano
Bill Cavellini
Michele Hansen
Isabella Drago
Andy Greenspon
Ann Camara
 
PUBLIC
Wig Zamore
Kristin Phelan
Roger Levy

 
AGENDA

 
1.     Introductions and reading of mission statement

CAMARA Mission statement
 

2.     Public Comment
None

3.     Meeting minutes approval 10/25/21 meeting
TABLED to next meeting

4.     Committee Reports
a.     Pedestrian Bridge and Community Center Committee

CAMARA We did not meet.
RUDOLF I will write letter once I get the information
HANSEN We can meet up on Zoom and discuss details

b.     Political Events Committee
DRAGO Now that the elections are over, we should have an event after Christmas with Union 
Square City Councilors plus At Large Councilors
GREENSPON Let’s invite Mayor-Elect Ballantyne to attend one of our meetings.
SHELTON This time before inauguration may be very hectic for the Mayor Elect, so let’s be very
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focused in telling her what our purpose is.
HANSEN Our committee could come up with 5-7 questions and comments to email her before 
the meeting.
 

c.     Outreach: Assembly Row Neighborhood Plan
SHELTON Somerville Transportation Equity Project and Mystic View Task Force have been 
meeting. We requested that the comment period for the neighborhood plan be extended to 90 
days instead of 2 weeks. November 4 the Planning Board rejected this request. They 
questioned whether people from outside the area should have a say in this. STEP and MVTF 
are writing an Op-Ed. If USNC wants to sign on that is okay. The pattern is that public input is 
usually ignored in these planning processes.
HANSEN Just because we don’t live in Assembly Row shouldn’t disqualify us. Somerville is a 
small city and everything effects everywhere else.
SHELTON Two developers say that the planning staff had encouraged them to file before the 
new government can take office.
 

d.     Non-profit status
SHELTON
No news to report
 

5.     Developer updates
GREENSPON Boynton Yards committee met last week. We discussed the 1500 parking spot 
limit, as well as the board order around
Tomorrow we are meeting DLJ at 7pm, and CV Property Thursday at 7pm. The committee, and 
members of the USNC board are invited.
CAVELLINI We spoke to US2 about the pile driving work and they said there is no plan to delay 
pile driving to 8am. US2 has also failed to fund First Source and Union Square Main Streets 
jobs for their second years. We will address these issues tomorrow when we meet them at the 
US2 CBA monitoring committee meeting.
 

6.     Announcements
a.     New Public Safety Building Meeting, POSTPONED AGAIN to December 13

SHELTON The cost has been estimated at $100M. But it might be only $75M. The city might 
need more time to get a new estimate.
 
CAVELLINI Regarding the Somerville Media Center building, we could ask the city council to 
get at least one more bid.
 

7.     Schedule next USNC meeting
November 22 at 7pm
 

8.     Public Comment
ZAMORE Assembly Row plan includes the strip between Staples and Home Depot, also the 
courthouse area. There is very little public space and too many above-ground garages. The D2 
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garage in Union Square blocks all the transportation around the square. City says cost of 
underground garage is a $10M premium. My analysis says that the square feet freed up would 
be 5 times as valuable. In Assembly Row, we should put the garage underground and put open 
civic space above it, which would make the surrounding real estate much more valuable. 
Citizens in the Transformational Districts should work together. Somerville is in the driver’s seat.
Good development builds lots of value. Boston and Cambridge are short 750,000 housing. 
Somerville has been the base of middle class residential development so Boston and 
Cambridge can keep all the commercial tax base to themselves.
SHELTON The D2 garage is the podium for a residential tower.
CAVELLINI 4 stories of housing on top of a 3 story garage. Residential tower is somewhat set 
back but it’s a big blank wall. Planning staff failed us here.
ZAMORE Zoning Enabling Act establishes the rules for zoning. So the stance of the city to limit 
parking is illegal.
PHELAN We are starting new programs and activities. They are free and open to the public.
LEVY
80 Webster residents compromised with CV Properties and the city. Lots of loud construction 
already beginning. The design is improved though, so it was the most we could have hoped for. 
Abutter agreement is in the works. We hope to not have a confidentiality agreement. City staff, 
in August, submitted their own zoning amendment to extend the entire block to be high rise. 
Land Use Committee has this on their agenda for their meeting next week. CV is motivated to 
get this behind us before the city zoning amendment is considered by the city council. We are 
optimistic about an agreement.
 

9.     Executive session
 
AG moves we go to executive session, MN 2nd. Motion passes unanimouslyU+002e


